
Trees: An Investment in NCôs Future 

Trees provide tangible benefits 

for NC by increasing prop-
erty values, beautifying 
our cities,  attracting visi-
tors,  dramatically cooling 
cities, and reducing storm 
water runoff. 

Treed urban areas are a welcoming space more attractive 
to visitors; visitors will travel farther, stay longer and 

spend more. 

Why Support Urban Forestry in NC? 

Treed properties rent quicker, have higher oc-

cupancy rates, and tenants stay longer. 

Trees increase property values. 

People are cooler in the summer because trees 

reduce local temperatures.  Cities are hotter than surrounding ar-
eas because of unshaded concrete, asphalt, etc.  Trees are the 

best and cheapest way to reduce heat 
in cities. 

The NC Forest Serviceôs Urban & Community Forestry Program is funded 100% through 
federal funding as authorized by the Farm Bill and funded by the USDA Forest Service. 

However, this funding has been decreased by nearly 50% since  2005.  

Without financial support and proactive planning:  

¶ the NC U&CF Program will not be able to sustain its 3 person staff and deliver its  
program to its entirety 

¶ urban forests will continue to 
diminish 

¶ tree planting programs will be 
reduced or eliminated 

¶ the NCUFC will not be able to 
deliver educational programs at 
its current level 

¶ NC communities wonôt get the 
hands-on attention as they     
develop their urban forestry 
management programs.  

Trees reduce stormwater runoff, flood damage, 

and the need for stormwater structures. 



We have held 90 workshops for NC citizens and 
tree care professionals, organized 8conferences, and 
distributed 26 different educational brochures, and 
assisted with planting over 485 trees. 

Urban and Community Forestry Program  

Our mission is to advocate the sustainability of North Carolinaôs 
urban forests through the use of economic, human, and  
environmental resources. We consist of individuals, citizen 
groups, nonprofit organizations, businesses and  agencies that 
share an interest in urban forestry. We are many different 
voices protecting trees where we live, work and play.  

Our program objective is to help establish and manage urban forests for their economic, 
environmental and aesthetic benefits, by providing technical, financial, and educational 
assistance to local governments, municipalities, non-profits, educational groups and 
schools and non-profit organizations.  

The grant program has awarded over 700 cost-
share grants to community groups across the state: 
ranging from tree planting to tree inventories,   
workshops & school programs to hemlock woolly  
adelgid predator release.  

We have 80 recognized Tree City USA commu-
nities, from Elizabeth City to Sylva. 40% of NC 
lives in a Tree City USA community. 

We provide technical assistance & training to  
residents, communities, elected officials & forest 
service staff, including grant writing workshops, 
Technical Foundations in Urban Forestry, Arbor 
Day events, and urban forestry strike teams,. 

Urban Forestry Factsheet for NC 

¶ NC is 6th most rapidly urbanizing state in 
the country.  

¶ Urban land comprises 7.3% of land area in 

NC 

¶ Urban area expected to increase by 
20% in the next 40 years.  

¶ Average tree cover in urban area is 31%  

¶ NC population expected to double by 2035 
putting increasing pressure on our already 
stressed natural resources. 

¶ Average impervious surface cover in NC 

communities is 14% 

¶ Of 655 communities, 22 NC communities 
have a excellent tree cover rating and 

152 have a poor rating.   
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