Establishing an

UAnRBAN
W
OOD USE PROGRAM
Introduction
What ARE Urban Wood & Urban Wood Use Programs?
 Urban wood includes logs and limbs from trees removed in

Economic Benefits:
•

Urban wood has traditionally
been considered a waste
product

•

Disposal is often costly due to
transportation costs and landfill tipping fees

•

Cost savings can be redirected
towards other urban forestry
uses

•

Tree services may be able to
increase profit/reduce the fees
charged to customers and add
value-added services

•

Urban wood, and associated
products, can generate revenue or be repurposed for other
uses within your organization;
mulch, park benches, signs, etc.

urban areas
 Urban wood can come from public and private spaces,

including parks, backyards, and street trees
 Urban trees are removed for many reasons—death or disease,

infrastructure or development projects, homeowner
preference, or public space management
 Urban Wood Use Programs seek to divert these resources

from the waste stream for beneficial use

Why establish an Urban Wood Use Program?
 Reduce operating costs and generate revenue from urban

wood products
 Repurposing urban wood products has direct environmental

benefits
 Your organization’s environmental stewardship through

urban wood utilization is a marketable trait

Environmental Benefits:
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•

Diversion relieves stress on
landfills and can lower transportation needs, reducing
emissions

•

Mulch use enhances plant
health and can protect soil during construction or disturbance activities

•

Urban wood products, such as
lumber or furniture, continue
to hold carbon that would otherwise be released into the atmosphere

DEVELOPING AN URBAN WOOD USE PROGRAM
A Program is Scalable
Start simple and work your
program within your capacity.
Through the development
process, your program will
evolve to it’s highest potential.

The process continues
if you would like to
grow your program

Set a Goal—Developing an Urban Wood Use Program can be a step-by-step process and not everything has to
be done at once. A tiered approach can provide milestone objectives to arrive at a program that matches your
resource capacity and market demand. Consider a three-tiered development approach.

Arborists’ Markets for Woody Residue

This chart addresses the most typical market dynamics and is not meant to be inclusive of all situations. Hi

TIER 1

Higher percent of production volume,
Less processing complexity and equipment, Lower economic value
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TIER 2 & 3

Lower percent of production volume,
More processing complexity and equipment, Higher economic value
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Commercial hardwood
species and pine where
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milling producers; Mix
of forest products
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Log buyers, small
sawmills, or pallet/
container mills
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makers
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flooring, gifts
Small, typically
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ree Care Industry Association (tcia.org).

Resources

Contact Information:
NC Urban Wood Group
urbanwoodnc@gmail.com
or Contact your County Ranger
ncforestservice.gov/contacts

NC Urban Wood Group
ncufc.org/NC-Urban-Wood-Group.php
NC Forest Service Urban & Community Forestry
Program
ncforestservice.gov/Urban/

The N.C. Forest Service is a division of the
N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services. Steve Troxler, Commissioner
The N.C. Forest Service is an equal opportunity/
affirmative action employer. Its programs, activities,
and employment practices are available to all people
regardless of race, color, religion, sex, age, national
origin, handicap or political affiliation. This
publication was made possible through a grant from
the U.S. Forest Service.

National Resources & References
For additional information and more detailed instruction regarding urban wood program implementation.
•

The Urban Wood Toolkit and Urban Wood Webinar Series put forth by the Urban Wood Network, a collaborative, national urban wood organization leading production firms in best practices.

•

Harvesting Urban Timber: The Complete Guide by Sam Sherrill, a book by a leading expert in urban wood
production detailing best practices for industry success.

•

The Urban Wood Use Action Guide offered by Vibrant Cities Lab, a resource offered by the U.S. Forest Service, American Forests, and the National Association of Regional Councils.
Funding for this project was provided in part through Urban & Community Forestry Grant from the
North Carolina Forest Service, Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, in cooperation with the
USDA Forest Service, Southern Region.
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